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Claim 1. Canceled 

2. (Currently Amended) The model of claim * 4, wherein the components are formed of 
ceramic, clay, or synthetic material such as plastic. 

3. (Currently Amended) The model of claim 2, wherein the components are formed of 
plastic and comprise male/female snap couplings at respective ends thereof to allow coupling, 
detaching and re-coupling of the various components with one another in the different positions. 

4. (Cuixently Amended) The A model ef«ta*+ for tP,chin r or illustrating surgica l 
a »H^r medical technique, comprising 

a hasp mmnonent presenting tissue or an organ, and 

1 gMsoagats immured and arrange^ to he connive to and detachable from the 

w„ aasBangja mm a QBS aSS&gL to WO* different position, of the components with 
r^ g aasaer pmttil S ^ in the ^icri and/or medical technique , 

wherein the base component comprises a heart havmg containing ventricles and the other 
components arc tube-shaped and represent veins or arteries. 

5. (Currently Amended) The model of claim 2 a wherein the base component and other 
components are color-coded to facilitate illustration or teaching of the surgical and/or medical 
technique. 

6. (Currently Amended) The model of claim 4 A wherein the base components and the 
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o^ponsn* rep«g *. veir* or ar.enes « co.or-coded to MM. U— or 
of the surgical and/or medical technique. 

7.(Original) Hie model of claim 4, wherein the base components and other components 
are structured and arranged to be couplable, detachable, and recouplable to each other in the 
various positions to illustrate various stages during cardiac surgery or a series of different cardiac 

surgeries for repair of the heart. 

aboriginal) The model of claim 7, wherein the base component and other components 
structured and arranged to illustrate various surgeries for repair of hypoplastic left heart 



are 



syndrome, 

9. (Currently Amended) The model of claim i 4, comprising components structured and 
arranged to be removably coupled together by tongue-in-groove arrangement. 

10. (Currently Amended) tte £ model e**«m-* far tgghja g or illustratm? surgical 
m«ti«u technique, comprising 

o K ac » ^m ponent rer ™^ 1 ™ tissue or an organ, 

■ rTn1 .^^t. saasassd m& mme* to fee ™* ******** fro * the 

w.^^^a, m tomm* ^ff^tpo^onsofthe exponents w ifl! 
BSgSt to one another ~ r —w in the nr^nr rn.dir.a1 technique, and 

components structured and arranged to be removably coupled together by concentrically 
audjliJidJlviuiui^-rirnmpnTwate sliding with respect to one another. 

H.(Currently Amended) The model of claim 10, wherein an outer hollow one of said 
concentric components is provided with a lateral opening and an inner one of said concentric 
components is provided with a handle extending through said lateral opening of said outer 
concentric component to allow said inner component to be slid with within said outer 
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component. 

12. (Currently Amended) The model of claim + 4, comprising components structured and 
arranged to be removably coupled together by complementary-shaped male and female pin 
members. 

13. (Currcntly Amended) The model of claim 12, wherein said pin members comprising 
comprise respective complementary indentations and protrusions to facilitate removable 

coupling in a snap-fitting manner. 

H.CCurrently Amended) The £ model efeW4- for tMrhinr or illnstmtinp surgical 

anH/or medic al technique, comprising 

P h«P rrvmppnent fppr^entine tissue or an organ, 

several ~~ r -~^ structured and arranged to he r^nplabl, to and detachable from the 
bagg ^nent and '— ™« ^her. to iUusfraje different positions of the components with 

gpft in the swffiftal and/or nodical technique, and 



res pect to on* another reT "--<"^inf> different i 

at least one tubular member structured and arranged to retain shape both before and after 

filleting. 

15.(Currently Amended) The A model of*tetar+ for te.rhinr or tlh.strating surgical 

awri/ pr medir al technique, comprising 

o bgge r^ ponent reor ^^n fr tissue or an organ, 

■ r . ml go^ ponen^ ■nd anwed to he coupjablg to and detachable from the , 

base comes! aad/or to one t - jlhjstrjag different noritions of the components wjth 

aspect to one -wither ^ djgM d™" in the snrrical and/or medical technique , 

at least one substantially cylindrically-shaped member have having pegs protruding from 
opposite ends thereof and structured and arranged to removably seat in notches provided in other 
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coupling members to couple two such members together therethrough. 

16. (Original) A method for teaching cardiac surgical technique comprising the steps of 
providing a heart model showing a base heart component containing atria and ventricles 

and tubular members interconnected with the base heart component and representing various 

arteries and veins, and 

detaching and interconnecting the various tubular members with one another to illustrate 

various cardiac surgeries or stages in a surgery. 

17. (0riginal) The method of claim 16, wherein the various components are color-coded. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the various components are structured and 
arranged to be couplable to and detachable from one another by complementary-shaped locking 

members affixed thereto. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 16 comprising several base heart components and 

illustrating surgical repair of hypoplastic left heart syndrome. 

20. (Currently Amended) A series of models for teaching or illustrating surgical or 
medical technique of the heart, comprising 

A a. first model illustrating pre-operative defective condition of the heart; 
a second model illustrating a first stage in surgical repair of the heart; 
a third model illustrating a second stage in the surgical repair of the heart; and 
a fourth model illustrating a third stage showing completion of the surgical technique. 
21.(Original) The series of claim 20, wherein said four models illustrate the stages in 
surgical repair of hypoplastic left heart syndrome. 
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